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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

5OCFRPart 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; 90Day Finding and
Commencenment of Status Review for
Petition To Ust Hawaiian Freshwater
Goby Fish (Lentipes concolor) as
Threatened and Endangered, and To
Designate Critical Habitat
AGENCY: Fish andWildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Noticeof petitionfinding.

SUMMARY: TheU.S. FishandWildlife
Service(Service)announcesa90-day
finding for a petitionto addthe
Hawaiianfreshwatergoby fish (Lentioes
concolor) to theList of Endangeredand
ThreatenedWildlife. Thepetitionhas
beenfoundto presentsubstantial
information indicatingthatthe
requestedactionsmaybewarranted.
Thespeciesis classifiedasacategoryI
candidate.Throughissuanceof this
notice, theServiceis commencinga
formalreview of thestatusof this
species.
DATES: Commentsandinformation must
besubmittedby July 16, 1990.
ADDRESSES: Data,information,
comments,orquestionsconcerningthe
statusof Lentipesconcolor shouldbe
submittedto theFieldSupervisor.U.S.
FishandWildlife Service,300Ala
MoanaBlvd.. room6307, P.O. Box 50187,
Honolulu, Hawaii96850.Thepetition,
this finding, supportingdata,and
commentsareavailablefor public
inspection,by appointment,during
normalbusinesshoursat theabove
address,
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
ErnestKosaka,Field Supervisor,at the
aboveaddress(808/541—2749orFTS
551—2749).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

Background

Section4(b)(3)(A) of theEndangered
SpeciesAct of 1973 (Act), asamended
(16 U.S.C.1531 et seq.),requires
thattheServicemakea finding
on whetherapetition to list, delist,or
reclassifyaspeciespresentssubstantial
scientificorcommercialinformation to

demonstratethat thepetitionedaction
maybe warranted.To themaxium
extentpracticable,this finding is to be
madewithin 90 daysof the receiptof the
petition, andthefinding is to be
publishedpromptly in theFederal
Register.

Arnold L. Lum andMichaelR.
Sherwood,attorneyswith the Sierra
Club LegalDefenseFund.inc.,
submittedto the Serviceapetition on
behalfof theSierraClub,Conservation
Council for Hawaii, Life of theLand,
HawaiiAudubonSociety,and1000
Friendsof Kauai (petitioners),to list the
endemicHawaiianfreshwatergoby fish
Lentipesconcolor, family Gobiidae,asa
threatenedspecieson the islandsof
Kauai andMolokai. andasan
endangeredspecieson the islandsof
Oahu,Maui andHawaii. The petition
also requestedtheServicedesignateas
critical habitat,all streamsfrom
headwatersto streammouthsand
associatedtributarieswithin the
following areas:

Kauai:Na Pall Coastandnortheastcoast
fromMakahaPointto KilaueaPoint:

Molokai: northeastcoastfromMakalii Point
to CapeHalawa:

Maui: KahakuloaandMakamakaoleStreams
andtributarieson WestMaui, Keanae
PointKaupoonEastMaui;

Hawaii: northeatcoastfrom Upolu Point to
MokupanePoint.

The petitionwasdatedSeptember28,
1989, andwasreceivedby theService
on October4, 1989.

informationanddataprovidedby the
petitionersdocumentsthatalthough
individual fishesof this endemicspecies
havebeenfoundIn 56perennialstreams
(15 percentof the366perennialstreams
within theHawaiianIslands),high
populationdensitiesareknownfrom
fewerthan10 perennialstreams.The
reproductivepotentialof this species
appearsto befar lessthan thatof other
nativegoby fishesin Hawaiianstreams,
andeffectivebreedingpopulationsmay
beconfinedto only afew perennial
streams.Lentipesconcoloris reportedlo
havethemost limiteddistribution of any
nativefreshwaterfish in theHawaiian
Islands.

Previousscientificstudiesand
collectionsindicatethatadultsof this
speciesmaybe foundin tributariesof
majorstreamshavingterminalestuaries,
in mainstreamsbetween700 feetand
1.500feetelevationon largestreams
lackingterminalestuaries,and
throughoutthemainstreamin small
streamsthatdischargeacrossterminal
falls or cascades.Both largeandsmall
islandstreamsaresubjectto potential
adverseeffectsof habitatlossthrough
continueddewaterinent,chartnelization
andwatersheddevelopment.
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Basedon thebestscientificand
commercialinformationpresently
available,theServicehasfoundthatthe
petition haspresentedsubstantial
information indicating thattheactions
requestedmaybewarranted.The
specieswasclassifiedasacategory1
candidatespeciesin the September18,
1985 vertebratenoticeof review (50FR
37961).As part of aformalreviewof the
statusof Lentipesconcolor, theService
would appreciateanyadditional data,
comments,andsuggestionsfrom the

public, otherconcernedgovernmental
agencies,the scientificcommunity,
industry,oranyotherinterestedparty
concerningthe statusof this species.

Author

This noticewaspreparedby JohnI.
Ford,Honolulu Field Office, at the
aboveaddress.

Authority:Theauthorityfor this actionis
theEndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973.as
amended(16 U.S.C.1531 etseq.).

List of Subjectsin 50 CFR Part17

Endangeredandthreatenedwildlife,
Fish,Marinemammals,Plants
(agriculture).

Dated:May 10, 1990.

David L. McMullen,
ActingRegionalDirector. U.S.Fish and
Wildlife Service.
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